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Lexical Analysis With Flex, for Flex 2.6.3: Actions It terminates the scanner and returns a 0 to the scanner’s 
caller, indicating “all done”. By default, yyterminate () is also called when an end-of-file is encountered. It is a 
macro and may be redefined. Generated Scanner Matching Top Contents Index. Lexical Analysis With Flex, 
for Flex 2.6.3: Actions.. Lexical Analysis With Flex, for Flex 2.6.3: Rules Section Lexical Analysis With Flex, 
for Flex 2.6.3: Rules Section. User Code Section Definitions Section Format Contents Index. 5.2 Format of 
the Rules Section. The rules section of the flex input contains a series of rules of the form: pattern action. 
where the pattern must be unindented and the action must begin on the same line. See Patterns, for a ...

Lexical Analysis With Flex, for Flex 2.6.3: Bison Bridge Here we discuss only the flex half of the flex and bison 
pair. We do not discuss bison in any detail. For more information about generating bison parsers, see the 
GNU Bison Manual. A compatible bison scanner is generated by declaring ‘ %option bison-bridge ’ or by 
supplying ‘ --bison-bridge ’ when invoking flex from the command line.. Lexical Analysis With Flex, for Flex 
2.6.3: Patterns 6 Patterns. The patterns in the input (see Rules Section) are written using an extended set of 
regular expressions. These are: ‘ x ’. match the character ’x’. ‘. any character (byte) except newline. ‘ [xyz] ’. a 
character class; in this case, the pattern matches either an ’x’, a ’y’, or a ’z’.

Lexical Analysis With Flex, for Flex 2.6.3: Introduction 3 Introduction. flex is a tool for generating scanners.A 
scanner is a program which recognizes lexical patterns in text. The flex program reads the given input files, or 
its standard input if no file names are given, for a description of a scanner to generate. The description is in 
the form of pairs of regular expressions and C code, called rules.flex generates as output a C source file, lex 
.... Lexical Analysis With Flex, for Flex 2.6.3: Comments in the Input Lexical Analysis With Flex, for Flex 2.6.3: 
Comments in the Input. 5.4 Comments in the Input. Flex supports C-style comments, that is, anything 
between ‘ /* ’ and ‘ */ ’ is considered a comment. Whenever flex encounters a comment, it copies the entire 
comment verbatim to the generated source code. Comments may appear just about anywhere ...

16.2 Options Affecting Scanner Behavior - University of Virginia 16.2 Options Affecting Scanner Behavior ‘-i, --
case-insensitive, %option case-insensitive’ instructs flex to generate a case-insensitive scanner. The case of 
letters given in the flex input patterns will be ignored, and tokens in the input will be matched regardless of 
case. The matched text given in yytext will have the preserved case (i.e., it will not be folded).. Lexical 
Analysis With Flex, for Flex 2.6.3 - University of Virginia flex. This manual describes flex, a tool for generating 
programs that perform pattern-matching on text.The manual includes both tutorial and reference sections. 
This edition of The flex Manual documents flex version 2.6.3. It was last updated on 13 January 2017. This 
manual was written by Vern Paxson, Will Estes and John Millaway.

Lexical Analysis With Flex, for Flex 2.6.3: Start Conditions Start conditions are declared in the definitions 
(first) section of the input using unindented lines beginning with either ‘ %s ’ or ‘ %x ’ followed by a list of 
names. The former declares inclusive start conditions, the latter exclusive start conditions. A start condition is 
activated using the BEGIN action.. Lexical Analysis With Flex, for Flex 2.6.3: Scanner Options The various 
flex options are categorized by function in the following menu. If you want to lookup a particular option by 
name, See Index of Scanner Options. The first line specifies the general type of scanner we want. The 
second line specifies that we are being careful. The third line asks flex to track line numbers.
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